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"Kitchener's shadow armies, for shadow
campaigns, at unknown and distant dates,
prevent a lot of good officers, N.C.O/s and men
from coming out. It is a scandalous thing.
Under no circumstances can these mobs now
being raised, without officers and N.C.O/s,
without guns, rifles, or uniforms, without rifle-
ranges or training grounds, without supply or
transport services, without morale or tradition,
knowledge or experience, under no circum-
stances could these mobs take the field for two
years. Then what is the use of tfiem ? What
we want and what we must have is for our little
force out here to be kept at full strength witii
the very best of everything. Nothing else is
any good/'
A few days later he wrote:
"His [Kitchener's] ridiculous and prepos-
terous army of 25 Corps is the laughing stock
of every soldier in Europe. It took the
Germans forty years of incessant work to make
an army of 25 Corps with the aid of conscrip-
tion ; it will take us to all eternity to do the same
by voluntary effort."
Wilson was wrong in saying that every
soldier in Europe was laughing at Kitchener's
effort. No doubt there were very few who
could foresee what that tremendous effort
would amount to, or realize the possibilities of
those amazing new armies. Few could look
forward to the crisis of 1918 when the old
regiments had practically ceased to exist and
Kitchener's recruits finished the war. But there